The Franciscan Robert Cowton 1 composed a Commentary on the Sentences 2 in Oxford ca. 1309-1311. Cowton, "an influential figure outside as well as within Franciscan circles", 3 draws heavily on Duns Scotus' works without being a "Scotist".
Cowton In questions 1, 3 and 4 edited here, which deal with the nature of theology as a science (q. 1: "Utrum de credibilibus revelatis possit aliquis habere scientiam proprie dictam simul cum fide", q. 3: "Utrum Deus sit subiectum theologiae", q. 4: "Utrum theologia sit speculativa vel practica"), Sutton firmly defends Aquinas' positions: theology is a scientia proprie dicta; its subject matter is ens divinum cognoscibile per revelationem; theology is speculativa et practica, magis tamen speculativa.-Aquinas' views on theology as a science are well known and need not be dealt with in detail here.
8 Nonetheless, I would like to point out that, according to Sutton, Aquinas did not consider theologia nostra to be a scientia subalternata scientiae Dei et beatorum.
9
Two questions concerning the nature of Sutton's Quaestiones in Sententias deserve to be touched upon:
The first question regards the title Cowton Critique. Sutton's Quaestiones in Sententias may be best characterized as "a selective commentary on the Sentences that takes up important questions where the Franciscan theological tradition, as represented by Cowton and by Scotus, differ from Thomas Aquinas and the Dominican theological
